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 “To dissuade and defeat threats as early and as far from U.S. borders as possible.”  
THE NPS MARITIME DEFENSE AND SECURITY RESEARCH 




Final (Nov, Dec) 2010
Future Unmanned Naval Systems Wargame Competition 




RADM Jerry Ellis, USN (ret), Naval Postgraduate School Chair for Undersea Warfare, in 
coordination with Battelle, Inc. is sponsoring a Wargame Competition during the Win-
ter Quarter Enrichment Week, 21-24 March, 2011.  The focus of this wargame compe-
tition is to explore new technologies and innovative concepts involving future un-
manned naval systems.  Battelle is the world’s largest, independent research and de-
velopment organization, working to advance scientific discovery and application.  They 
specialize in accelerating innovation by bringing people, science and technology to-
gether – and this wargame will do just that.  If you are interested in joining an innova-
tive team that will explore the future of unmanned naval systems please contact Carol 
O’Neal at cjoneal@nps.edu.  Teams are forming now and participation is limited so re-
serve your seat now!  Details listed on second page: 
 
 
Dear Readers,  
     PLEASE submit a short 200-300-word article introducing your organiza-
tion’s Maritime Security and Defense-related mission and activities or add an 
event to our calendar.   
Contact Ms. Rita Painter Wos at rpainte@nps.edu.  




The Future Unmanned Naval Systems Wargame is a new endeavor, designed to chal-
lenge and showcase the abilities of NPS students and faculty by working through 
problems of critical interest to the Navy. We will  
explore the current and expected capabilities of unmanned systems to conduct coor-
dinated operations, with minimal human supervision, in a naval conflict that is set 
five years in the future.   Autonomous  
systems of interest include submerged, surfaced, airborne and space-based robots as 
well as advanced sensors and deployable networks. This wargame will explore the 
key capabilities and shortfalls of unmanned systems as a major component of fleet 
operations. Lessons learned are expected to hold broad interest for both Navy and 
industry stakeholders.  
 
Participants and Dates  
 
Primary wargame participants are NPS students who are active-duty naval officers. 
Interested faculty will serve as team mentors, referees and evaluators. A small num-
ber of external observers may attend. The wargame will be conducted during the be-
tween-quarters NPS Enrichment Week 21-24 March 2011. Post-game analysis and 
evaluation will be published and reported to relevant senior Navy commanders.  
 
This Wargame Competition is also supporting the larger framework of a Warfare In-
novation Continuum (WIC) and the Consortium for Robotics and Unmanned Systems 
Education and Research (CRUSER) that are both coordinating the strategy and exe-
cution of multiple operationally relevant research activities, working to produce the 
















Article contributed by Carol O’Neal at cjoneal@nps.edu  
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RECENT NPS THESES 
 
Schnars, Brenna L. The Idle Threat? An Assessment of the Economic, Military, and Strategic Conse-
quences of an Iranian Closure of the Strait of Hormuz. Naval Postgraduate School, September 2010. 
http://edocs.nps.edu/npspubs/scholarly/theses/2010/Sep/10Sep_Schnars.pdf 
 
Vann, Christopher Allen Implementation of Software Programmable Radios to Form Ad-Hoc Meshed Net-
works to Enhance Maritime Interception Operations. Naval Postgraduate School, September 2010. 
http://edocs.nps.edu/npspubs/scholarly/theses/2010/Sep/10Sep_Vann.pdf 
 
Westling, Jeffrey C. Securing the Northern Maritime Border Through Maritime Domain Awareness. Naval 




Chalk, Peter. "Piracy in the Horn of Africa: A Growing Maritime Security Threat" CTC Sentinel, September 
2010, v. 3, no. 9, p. 11-14 http://www.ctc.usma.edu/sentinel/CTCSentinel-Vol3Iss9.pdf 
 
Howe, Jim. "The Forgotten Threat." US Naval Institute Proceedings, October 2010, v. 136, no. 10, p. 34-





Feb 9-10  Small Vessel Security Threat Conference to Address New DHS SVSS Implementation and Impact  
http://svstconference.com 
 
Feb 22-24   AFCEA Homeland Security Conference- "Working Together Today for a More Secure Tomor-
row" , Ronald Reagan International Trade Center Washington, D.C. 
http://www.afcea.org/events/homeland/11/home.asp 
 
Mar 21-24  Future Unmanned Naval Systems Wargame Competition, Naval Postgraduate School 
 
May 2-5  Maritime Security Conference, Kiel Germany  http://www.cjoscoemaritimeconference.org 
 
May 4-5   9th Maritime & Transportation Security Expo, Baltimore Convention Center, MD 
http://www.maritimesecurityexpo.com  
Jun 20-23 79th MORS Symposium, Naval Postgraduate School  http://www.mors.org  
July 25-29  Classified Advanced Technology Update  http://www.nps.edu/catu/ 
Future Events: 
